
ELIT 21  Women In Literature   2016   
 
Judy Hubbard 
 
Office:  F11M 
Office Phone:  864-8476 
email:  hubbardjudy@fhda.edu 
 
Office Hours: Monday and Wednesday:  12:30-1:20 and Tuesday and Thursday, 3:30-
4:30 
or by appointment  
 
COURSE EMPHASIS 
In this course we will examine the literature that greatly influences gender identity 
throughout the course of our lives.  As children we are programmed by the folktales 
that reinforce traditional patriarchal gender roles.  As we grow older, young adult 
literature, while perhaps attempting to free us from those patriarchal roles, can still 
create a loss of individuality in favor of cultural norms.  The women in adult novels 
attempt to free themselves from earlier expectations while they struggle with their roles 
as daughters, working women, partners and mothers.  And as we read the stories of old 
women, we still see the questioning of a sense of identity distinct from the roles that our 
cultures assign them.  The main focus will be in the literature which focuses on the 
construct of self that emanates, in great part from the literature we are introduced to as 
we grow, mature and age, with the hope that the we all see the patriarchal roles we 
learn to learn in childhood and struggle against as we age.  We will see the role that 
literature takes in programming sex/gender roles and in reflecting them. 
  
 
Website for this class: https://hubbardelit21.wordpress.com/ 
 
In order to do the homework, you must use this website frequently. Some of the 
readings that we will use are available on the website and all of the class presentations 
are posted under presentations, so you can follow what you have missed if you have 
been absent.   
 
REQUIRED TEXTS  
  Dust Lands: Blood Red Road by Moira Young 
  The Joy Luck Club by Amy Tan 
  Tell Me a Riddle, Requa I, and Other Works by Tillie Olsen 
 
I am a book person, but you may prefer to get your copies of these books on-line and I 
have no problem with that.  In fact, I encourage you to bring laptops and other devices 
such as kindles to class as you may want to take notes that you may use in your essay.  
You can even have your books on your phones although I warn you that I’ll cringe 
when I see you use them.  Just make sure that you can highlight and make notes for 
your texts.  ALWAYS BRING THE TEXT TO CLASS WHEN WE ARE DISCUSSING IT.   

   
 
 



COURSE REQUIREMENTS 
 Assigned Reading (see list)    
 Quizzes     40 points (Varying points for each)  
 Midterm    25 points  
 Participation    25 points 
 3 short papers    15 points each 
 Final Essay    40 points 
 Final Exam    25 points 
 
 
PARTICIPATION AND ATTENDANCE:  This is not only a lecture class, although I will 
be lecturing for some part of every class.  It is primarily a discussion class, so it's 
essential that you attend the class, make sure you have thoroughly read the assigned 
reading for the week, and participate in the group work and discussion.  Participation is 
part of your grade. If you do not keep up with the readings, or if you miss a lot of the 
class, it will be impossible for you to keep up and receive the grade you want in the 
class.  I suggest that you call and let me know how to reach you if you have to miss any 
day during the quarter.  This isn’t the kind of class where you can keep up if you do the 
readings but don’t attend.  You have a maximum of four absences in this class.  Save 
them for when you need them. 
 
A couple of other important rules to make class go smoothly and lessen distractions 
for us all: 

o   No texting in class 
o   If you have an emergency situation and you need to leave early, let me 

know; otherwise, I’ll expect you to be there for the entire class. 
 
A Statement on Plagiarism 

Using someone else's ideas or phrasing and representing those ideas or phrasing 
as our own, either on purpose or through carelessness, is a serious offense known as 
plagiarism. "Ideas or phrasing" includes written or spoken material, of course — from 
whole papers and paragraphs to sentences, and, indeed, phrases — but it also includes 
statistics, lab results, art work, etc. "Someone else" can mean a professional source, such 
as a published writer or critic in a book, magazine, encyclopedia, or journal; an 
electronic resource such as material we discover on the World Wide Web; another 
student at our school or anywhere else; a paper-writing "service" (online or otherwise) 
which offers to sell written papers for a fee. 
 
Finally, Welcome!  I'm looking forward to exploring women and literature with you this 
quarter.  I'm finding the reading exciting and thought provoking and I hope you will 
too.  I know I will learn a lot from you, and I appreciate the opportunity to share what I 
know and have learned. 


